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by Sir A. C. Doyle and Others Drastically Examined On March 11 of this year Sir Arthur Conan Doyle did me the
honour of debating the claims of Spiritualism with me before a vast and distinguished audience at the Queen s
Hall, London. My opponent had insisted that | should open the debate; and, when it was pointed out that the
critic usually follows the exponent, he had indicated that | had ample material to criticize in the statement of
the case for Spiritualism in his two published works. How conscientiously | addressed myself to that task, and
with what result, must be left to the reader of the published debate. Suffice it to say that my distinguished
opponent showed a remarkable disinclination to linger over his own books, and wished to broaden the issue.
Since the bulk of the time allotted to me in the debate was then already spent, it was not possible to discuss
satisfactorily the new evidences adduced by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, and not recorded in his books. | hasten to
repair the defect in this critical examination of every variety of Spiritualistic phenomena. My book has a serious
aim. The pen of even the dullest author - and I trust | do not fall into that low category of delinquents - must
grow lively or sarcastic at times in the course of such a study as this. When one finds Spiritualists gravely
believing that a corpulent lady is transferred by spirit hands, at the rate of sixty miles an hour, over the
chimney-pots of London, and through several solid walls, one...
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