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.they appeared before the magistrates, and by pronouncing the
simple words, I am a Christian, calmly resigned themselves to
imprison. ment, ignominy and death. Could such women have
had their minds occupied by the foolish vanity of ornamental
apparel? No! Christianity struck at the root of all sin, and
consequently we find the early Christians could not fight, or
swear, or wear costly clothing. Cave, in his work entitled
Primitive Christianity, has some interesting remarks on this
subject, showing that simplicity of dress was not then esteemed
an unimportant part of Christianity. Very soon, however, when
the fire of persecution was no longer blazing, pagan customs
became interwoven with Christianity. The professors of the
religion of a self-denying Lord, whose kingdom was not of this
world, began to use the sword, to return railing for railing, to
take oaths, to mingle heathen forms and...
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