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Government policy -- United States. Excerpt: . . . 7 served so well on this committee as Democratic Counsel.
While we may not see eye to eye on the matter of radio consolidation, I am happy that he is here today. In
recent months we have heard about many FCC agenda meet-ings postponed all day while closed negotiations
on important pub-lic matters were conducted. We have witnessed too much sniping among the Commissioners,
and we have heard too many tales of short-circuited decision-making processes. In sum, the FCC ap-pears to be
broken. The victim in this breakdown is a fair, open, and transparent regulatory process, or is it perhaps that
the transparent and open regulatory process is not available and that that is the cause of the events before us
The real loser, of course, is the public interest and the American consumer. When the process breaks down,
reasoned analysis and debate suIer. The public confidence in the agency is shaken. This com-mittee is
responsible for overseeing the Commission, and I think that it would be intolerable if this committee were to
allow this sit-uation to continue. This is why I have asked the Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations of
this committee to review how the agency is conducting its business. Chairman Martin is ultimately responsible
for the conduct of the FCC. But each Commissioner, including those on the Democratic side, is also responsible
for ensuring that the agency works eIec-tively for the American people. This means on the part of all that there
be good-faith eIorts to discuss diIerences and seek common ground, and it will require honest eIorts to
work...
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