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indexed. Not illustrated. 1883 Excerpt: .being of considerable extent.1 And what is still more remarkable, the
Singhalese, which had been formed out of the Pali, was eagerly, though ineGectually, sought to be set aside for
the language of Gotama. It is expressly stated by the author of the Mahavansa (459-477 A.d.) that in that work,
the object aimed at, is the setting aside of the Singhalese language, in which the former history was
composed.2 Again the design of the Pali version of the Singhalese Daladavansa (1196-1200 A.d.) is said to be the
same.3 In the proportion, however, in which Pali has been cultivated and enriched in Ceylon, has it declined in
Asia and with it the religion which was taught through its medium. 1 Eastern Monachism, pp. 191, 2. a
Introduction to the Mahawansa. 3 See Beng. A.S. Journal. The modern Magadhi diGers essentially from the Pali.
In those respects in which it differs from the Pali it approaches the Prakrit, or the sacred language of the Jainas.
The shock which Buddhism received in those countries in which it most flourished (when such works as the
Kalpa Sutra and Lalita Vistdra began to make their appearance) must have been great indeed to render
necessary as we have already seen the special mission of a Buddhagosa to Ceylon. His translations were so
much admired that in very early times they found their way from Ceylon to Burmah, the only country, we
believe, where they are still preserved in the integrity of our...
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