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He can do me no harm; but we may as well have a swim. I took
aim at the throat of the supercilious brute, and, as soon as my
hand steadied, the very pulsation of my finger pulled the
trigger: forth flew the bullet; and my excited ear could catch
the thud with which it plunged into the scaly leather of his
neck: his waddle became a plunge, the waves closed over him,
and the sun shone upon calm water as I reached the brink of
the shore that was still indented by the waving of his gigantic
tail. But--there is blood upon the water, and he rises for a
moment to the surface: a hundred piastres for the timsqach,
shouted I, and half a dozen Arabs plunged into the stream.
There! he rises again, and the Blacks dash at him as if he...
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