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indexed. Not illustrated. 1871 Excerpt: .supplying more than most people have time or inclination to read.
Compulsory attendance at school would, in many instances, reach those that the present law was intended to
benefit, but who are either kept out of school to work, or allowed to wander about to engage in useless play or
mischief. The State should compel their attendance at school, at least a part of the time. I am sorry to say that
the great diversity of text-books, complained of for years, appears to be chronic, and is still getting worse in
many schools. I intend and expect to remedy this evil, in part at least. I have made one hundred and thirty-five
visits to the schools in my district within the year. In conclusion, I hereby express my thanks to the Department
for the prompt and kind manner in which all my inquiries have been answered. T. G. SHAW, School
Commissioner. Olmsteadville, Dec. 20th, 1870. FULTON COUNTY. Hon. Abram B. Weaver, Superintendent of
Public Instruction: Sir.--In compliance with your request, I submit the following in addition to my financial and
statistical reports. I entered upon the duties of this oGice January 1st, 1870. Owing to the lateness of the season
and the condition of the roads, I was unable to visit all the schools during the winter term. Three schools I have
not visited during the past year, as they were not in session when I reached them, yet I have made two hundred
and forty-one...
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