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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Humphry Davy, Poet and Philosopher For the details of Sir
Humphry Davy s personal history, as set forth in this little book, I am mainly indebted to the well-known
memoirs by Dr. Paris and Dr. John Davy. As biographies, these works are of very unequal value. To begin with.
Dr. Paris is not unfrequently inaccurate in his statements as to matters of fact, and disingenuous in his
inferences as to matters of conduct and opinion. The very extravagance of his laudation suggests a doubt of his
judgment or of his sincerity, and this is strengthened by the too evident relish with which he dwells upon the
foibles and frailties of his subject. The insincerity is reflected in the literary style of the narrative, which is
inflated and over-wrought. Sir Walter Scott, who knew Davy well and who admired his genius and his many
social gifts, characterised the book as ungentlemanly in tone; and there is no doubt that it gave pain to many of
Davy s friends who, like Scott, believed that justice had not been done to his character. Dr. Davy s book, on the
other hand, whilst perhaps too partial at times - as might be expected from one who writes of a brother to
whom he was under great obligations, and for whom, it is evident, he had the highest respect and aHection - is
written with candour, and a sobriety of tone and a directness and simplicity of statement far more eHective
than the stilted euphuistic periods of Dr. Paris, even when he seeks to be most forcible. When, therefore, I have
had to deal with conflicting or inconsistent statements in the...
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