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illustrated. 1891 edition. Excerpt: . . . to the darkness, and the fogs, and the universal balefulness of life under
impossible conditions of health, all cheerfully endured for the gratification of that gregarious instinct which
crowds mortals together in breathless masses making them shun the company of their own souls. But the
immediate enquiry for Mr Fletcher on Marthas appearance, immediately convinced her that he was not in
evidence anywhere, but that, as she expected, he lay low, and it would be a clever Brer Rabbit indeed who
unearthed him. Marthas excuse for his non-appearance was simple enough. He was in the country, a fact that
excited no comment in the minds of these lords and ladies of plush and satin, who would have liked the
Fletchers better had they not been so sparing in their allusions to our people. To turn master and mistress inside
out, their habits, income, appearance, faults of manner and character, to ruthlessly hold all these up to the
light, as a careful housewife examines the warp and woof of the stuff she is buying, is a labour of love to our
superiors in the kitchen, and the favourite means of occupying the elegant leisure with which they are so amply
blessed. If the Fletchers said little, and that the very best of the Andersons, possibly they enjoyed the racy stories
at the expense of the first-class misdemeanants up stairs in other houses as well as anybody, and occasionally
felt that while praise is the extinguisher...
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