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indexed. Not illustrated. 1790 Excerpt: .and politeness in the higher arts, could not fail to promote that taste and
relish to which they owed their personal distinction and pre-eminenceu Hence it is that those arts have been
delivered to us in such perfection by free nations; who, from the nature of their government, as from a proper
soil, produced the generous plants: whilst the mightiest bodies and vastest empires, governed by force and a
despotic power, could, after ages of peace and leisure, produce no other than what was deformed and
barbarous of the kind. When the persualive arts were grown thus into repute, and the power of moving the
affeftions become the stndy and emulation of the forward wits and aspiring geniuses of the times; it-would
necessarily happen, that many geniuses of equal size and strength, though less covetous of public applause, of
power, or of influence over mankind, would content themselves with the contemplation merely of these
enchanting arts. These they would the better enjoy, the more they refined their taste, and cultivated their ear.
For to all music there must be an ear proportionable. There must be an art os hearing found, ere the
performing arts can have their due efsedt, or any thing exquisite in the kind be felt or comprehended.-The just
persormers therefore in each art, would naturally be the most desirous of improving and refining the public
ear; which they could no way so well effect, as by the help of those latter geniuses, who...
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