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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1921 edition. Excerpt: . CHAPTER VIIIl THE AMAZING MARRIAGE History says that
Lord Byron consulted Lady Melbourne on the choice of a wife. His letter just quoted does not give the
impression of being the culmination of a series of conversations. It comes like a bolt from the blue. Lady
Melbourne, who loved success, would never have proposed Annabella Milbanke as a wife for Lord Byron, but
when he suggested it, and moreover said his heart was involved, Lady Melbourne felt that she had every right to
endeavour to bring about the marriage. She knew that Lord Byron was not really in love with Lady Caroline,
that indeed she had begun to bore him. Lord Byron s marriage might deliver William from the danger of
another scandal such as he had just experienced. Anne Isabella Milbanke, to give her her true name, was born
in 1792. She was therefore about 20 when Byron first proposed marriage with her. When young she was
described as pretty not beautiful, the prevalent expression of her countenance is ingenuousness, and later the
same writer says what she may have lost in regular beauty, she made up in variety and expression of
countenance during conversation. George Hayter s miniature of her painted in 1812 showed that she had
beautiful long curling hair. She was engaging and clever; she talked well and wrote rather pompously. She had
evidently not only a deep affection for her aunt Melbourne, but a great belief in her...
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