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MANZONI Obituary Notice, Saturday, May 24, 1873 It is not so much matter of surprise that Alessandro Manzoni,
the veteran novelist and poet of Italy, has at last died, at the ripe age of eighty-nine, as that he was still alive up
to Thursday last. He died at Milan, of which place he was a native. His father was Count Manzoni, and his
mother the gifted daughter of the Marquis Beccaria, whose name is well known as the author of a treatise on
Crimes and Punishments. He had the misfortune to lose his father during his childhood, and he received his
early education at Milan and at Pavia. Before he had reached manhood he went to Paris with his mother, who
introduced him into literary circles. The result was that he became acquainted with Volney, Cabaris, Fauriel (to
whom he dedicated a tragedy in after years), and Madame Condorcet, and imbibed many of the opinions then
current there. He appears to have first attracted attention by a poem in blank verse on the death of Carlo
Imbonati, a relative who lived in Paris and left his property to Manzoni s mother. Returning to Italy in 1807, and
soon afterwards marrying a lady from Geneva, we find him in 1809 publishing a poem entitled Urania. This he
followed up in 1810 by a volume of Sacred Hymns, from which it appears that he...
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