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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from The Soil Solution: The Nutrient Medium for Plant
Growth It has long been the custom to regard soil chemistry from one of two diametrically opposed points of
view. Either, it has been considered extremely simple, or complex and hopelessly diBicult. In either case the
impression has generally prevailed that practical work in soil chemistry consists in treating the soil with some
solvent or other and analyzing the resulting solution for available plant food elements; in other words, that the
chemist s role in soil studies is merely that of an analyst. Soil chemistry is complex, but not by any means
hopelessly so. Unfortunately, the complexity of most of the problems presented has deterred the student of pure
chemistry from attacking them, and because they do not oBer any material pecuniary rewards, they have not
appealed strongly to the investigator in applied chemistry. Investigations in soil chemistry, for their own sake,
or for the sole purpose of increasing the sum total of human knowledge concerning the phenomena taking
place in the soil, have been comparatively rare. The subject has generally been regarded from the analytical
point of view and as incidental to agronomic studies. One purpose of this little book is to show the investigator
in chemistry who is not limited by the condition that his work must bring some personal financial return, that
the soil and its problems oBer a field for his eBorts quite worthy of ranking alongside the most interesting
branches of pure chemistry, as well as being of the very highest importance. to the development of the welfare
of the human race. Another purpose is to point out the line of attack...
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