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Excerpt: . . . B-283771 billing Medicaid. States approaches to addressing these issues vary. Coordinating these
activities between educational entities and Medicaid programs has been hampered by the lack of clear and
consistent federal guidance regarding the proper billing procedures for Medicaid. Six of the 12 directors of
special education and three of the five local school district representatives with whom we spoke expressed
concerns about Medicaid as a consistent source of funding. Some state officials also specifically to issue
guidance on claiming Medicaid for HCFA mentioned waiting for school-based services and administrative
activities, which is expected to occur sometime in the year 2000. States and local school districts cited similar
coordination concerns about State and Local Efforts coverage, or identifying Medicaid-reimbursable services;
eligibility, or how Reflect Similar Concerns; to identify children who are, or should be, enrolled in Medicaid; and
Approaches to Resolving documentation, or compiling service data, submitting claims, and Them Vary
receiving reimbursement from Medicaid. Coverage State and local officials we contacted often reported
difficulties distinguishing between medical and educational activities and, thus, clearly identifying which IDEA-
related services Medicaid can be expected to cover. For example, state education officials in New York,
Massachusetts, and Florida reported that it is frequently unclear whether speech and language therapy are
medical ( rehabilitative ) or educational ( developmental ) in nature. Occupational therapy, such as fine motor
coordination or handwriting therapy, was also offered as an example of a service that may or may not qualify
for Medicaid coverage. The uncertainty over what...
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