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Summary: Review in 3/15 Booklist Aliera may have listened too well to her fencing coach's advice: "You must
always protect your heart." Besting competitors twice her age in tournaments and keeping to a strict routine of
fencing practice, homework, and role-playing games, Aliera is a loner and likes it that way until she becomes
lab partners with the cutest boy in school. She initially resists his charms but is won over when he asks for a
date. Turns out her new ruby-handled foil is the key to his interest in her, and to the yet-unseen magical
dimension she must keep in balance. Yolen's first foray into the graphic format is a success precisely because
she incorporates the best weapon in her arsenal fantasy. In Aliera she has created a strong, conflicted, and
relatable girl hero who wields her wariness for protection. Cavallaro's artwork suits Aliera's monochrome
existence, but bursts to life when she finally sees (in color!) the faerie beasties cheering her on. The explanation
and source of Aliera's status as a protector of worlds will have to wait for further volumes to be revealed.
Courtney Jones Review in 3/15 Kirkus Reviews Veteran fantasist Yolen introduces the utterly charming and
sassy Aliera, a quirky tenth-grade loner who's both color-blind and an expert fencer, in this charming graphic
novel. Aliera slinks her way through high school, focusing on fencing practice, reading and engaging in role-
playing games with her cousin. When hunky Avery Castle arrives at her school, all the girls are immediately
smitten, and Aliera also falls for Avery's good looks and charm, though she tries to downplay her feelings for
him. An odd turn of events throws Aliera's routine off balance, and everything in...
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